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Abstract
The presence of Suntan beach may have been felt and enjoyed by all and sundries ever
since its creation. This claim is not only based on mere gestures, but scarcely justified by the
available information. This study is therefore aimed at collecting base line data on the impact
of Suntan beach on its users, for proper documentation and management decision making.
The methodology employed a survey using structured questionnaire and in-depth interview.
The survey questionnaire focused on the two major groups; tourists (n= 100) and the
residents (n= 100), who were randomly selected. The questionnaire was used to collect
socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents, while the interview was used to
collect information on the establishment of the study area from a key informant. Unstructured
observational method was also used to gather information about the environment and the
behavour of the respondents. Data were analysed using descriptive statistics and content
analysis. Results obtained did not only indicate high socio- economic characteristics for all
the users, but also help to understand the story behind the creation of Suntan beach. Again,
almost all the residents (94%) attested to the fact that the host community had been
quantitatively and qualitatively impacted in a positive way.
Keywords: Beach, destination, economic, ecotourism, impact, Suntan, tourist
1. Introduction
Sustainable ecotourism involves travelling to a natural destination to enjoy its ecological,
economical and socio-cultural endowment, without undermining its opportunity for the future
generation (Tanguay, 2011), thereby enhancing the interaction between the host community
and the tourists. One of the world fastest growing industries today is tourism and no
institution encourages harmonization of many industries better than it, as it involves the
utilization of products from many industries (Nnezi and Henry, 2012). Also, among all tourist
destinations, coastal areas (like beaches) are one of the most interesting places to be. Their
attractiveness may not only be limited to having a good scenic view for photographing, but
also because of their richness in various leisure activities like swimming , sunbathing ,
boating which are rarely found in other destinations. Presently, the use of these destinations
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for holiday relaxation is increasingly gaining attention (Jędrzejczak, 2004). Although, the
regular use of this place is not without some challenges such as loss of coastal biodiversity
and overcrowdings, especially during the peak period. If this destination is not managed
sustainably, perhaps the host community will frown at having tourist destination cited around
them. Again, many members of the host community may witness some disadvantages in
regards to this, partly because they are never involved in decision making on matters that
involve planning the destination.
Coaster tourism is known for promoting sea, sand and sun (3S) activities for water-based
tourist destination (Nnezi and Henry, 2012). Zrinka (2016) defined beach as water-sand
base resource found around coastal, lake and river banks providing socio-cultural, economic
and recreational values for it users. Their values to our physical, socio-cultural, psychological
and emotional well-being cannot be quantified (Osu, Mohammed, Yelwa and Mohammed,
2014).
A number of these coastal destinations exist in Lagos and have attracted the interest of
scientists lately. For instance, Nnezi and Henry (2012) mentioned Tarzan Jetty, Ozumba
Mbadiwe waterfront, Bar beach harbour and the Marina waterfront in their report. Again,
Adejumo (2010) and Omolomo (2014) had conducted researches on Eleko beach and
Suntan beach respectively. What is important is not the quantity of these tourist destinations,
but rather, their substantial quality. Nnezi and Henry (2012) examined four important coastal
areas in Lagos and concluded that lack of important facilities was the main reason for their
less patronage, as they all lacked adequate facilities for transportation, sightseeing, security,
restaurants, shopping and conveniences. The stakeholders rather take pride in establishing
new ones than improving the old ones (Ijeomah, Nwanegbo and Umokoro, 2015).
Recently, attention of various researchers has been drawn to the development of tourism in
Nigeria (Ekundayo, 2014; Ijeomah et al., 2015; Omolomo, 2014), as it is becoming a national
priority. For the past few years, tourists had concentrated on other beaches in Lagos State.
Only now that many tourists are becoming aware of Suntan beach, which seems far
enriched and blessed with a number of potentials that qualifies it as a tourist destination,
perhaps, because of its strategic location and beautiful serenity. Surprisingly, a paucity of
baseline data exists in this beautiful destination. Very little appears to have been known
regarding the place. Besides, the few in existence had no proper documentation that could
clearly define the impact of the beach on the tourists and the host community. For the same
reason, Omolomo (2014) reported that lack of adequate information of the place had limited
his findings. This study is therefore aimed at collecting baseline data on the impact of Suntan
beach establishment on its users, for proper documentation and management decision
making.
2. Materials and Methods
2.1.
Study Area
Suntan beach, located in Badagri, is attractively set in an area surrounded by coconut
(Cocosnucifera) trees (Figure 6) and many villages; Fanuvi, Ogungbe, Agohausa, Henume,
Sakpo, Owode Apa, Tosuvi and Agorin. It is about 20 miles towards the border of Nigeria
and the Republic of Benin. It is accessible through the Lagos-Badagri expressway and
located between latitude 6023’N to 6024’N and longitude 2049’E to 2050’E (Figure1)
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(Adewale, 2015). The presentation of observational study and interview used in this study
followed the methods of Tyawati (2016) and that of Eruotor (2014) respectively.

Fig.1: Map of the study area showing Suntan beach in Badagri
2.2.
Data Collection
Questionnaire was used to collect socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents,
while semi-structure interview (key informant interview) was used to collect information about
the establishment of the study area from a key informant. Unstructured observational
method was also used to gather information about the environment and the behavour of the
respondents. A total of 200 questionnaires were used for the survey. comprising both
tourists (n=100) and residents (n=100) as major respondents (Table 1). Data were collected
within three months (April through June, 2015). The questionnaire survey data was collected
within the two months, while the interview and observational data were collected towards the
end of June.
2.3.
Data analysis
Socio-demographics data were analyzed through descriptive statistics with the use of
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), while content analysis was used to explore
the stories behind the creation of Suntan beach from the Key Informant’s Interview (KII).
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Fig. 2: Sets of Suntan beach hut
3. Results and Discussion
3.1.
Socio – Demographic Characteristics of Respondents (Tourists and Local
residents)
Table 1: Socio – demographics characteristics of respondents in Suntan beach
Variables
Local Resident
Tourist (Visitor)
Frequency Percentage Frequency
Percentage
Age
1-25
69
69.0
65
65.0
26-35
12
12.0
15
15.0
36-45
10
10.0
12
12.0
46-55
9
9.0
5
5.0
56-65
0
0.0
2
2.0
Over 65 years
0
0.0
1
1.0
Sex
Male
46
46.0
40
40.0
Female
54
54.0
60
60.0
Marital Status
Single
65
65.0
75
75.0
Married
35
35.0
25
25.0
Religion
Christianity
55
55.0
52
52.0
Islam
40
40.0
39
39.0
Traditional
4
4.0
7
7.0
Other
1
1.0
2
2.0
Occupation
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Farmer
Artisan
Civil Servant
Professionals
Others
Educational Status
No formal
Elementary
Secondary school
Uni., College and Poly
Adult Education
Resident Type
Full
Temporary
Home/City/Region
Lagos
Kwara
Ogun

9
12
13
12
54

9.0
12.0
13.0
12.0
54.0

13
12
18
18
39

13.0
12.0
18.0
18.0
39.0

13
13
50
20
4

13.0
13.0
50
20
4

10
11
48
22
9

10.0
11.0
48.0
22.0
9.0

71
29

71.0
29.0
92
2
6

92.0
2.0
6.0

Table 1 showed that tourists and residents within the ages of 1 and 25 year-old were
common visitors, indicating that the youth were the most predominant users of the
destination. This represented age group of school students. A number of primary and
secondary school students came for excursion in team, while some of tertiary students
hanged around in pair of male and female. Older people above (65-years) barely patronize
the beach. This agreed with the findings of Omolomo (2014) as well as that of the Nnezi and
Henry (2012). However, contrary to the findings of Omolomo (2014), the female represent
the majority of the users for both tourists (60%) and residents (54%). Most of these female
tourists were always seen with their opposite sex partner, while female residents users were
actually there to trade different items for the tourists. Also, majority of the residents (65%)
and tourists (75%) were yet to marry, corroborating the findings of Omolomo (2014), as
female like to be in the company of male during long distance journey like beach.
Table 1 also showed that 55% resident and 52% tourist were Christians , 40% resident and
39% tourist were Muslims, 4% resident and 7% tourist were of traditional religion and the
rest (1% resident and 2% tourist) represented other religion. It is however, not surprising that
the number of Christians were high because Badagri was once the base of the European
Christians missionaries and the period of the research extended to the period of fasting that
might have prevented many Muslims from participating much as tourists. The resident and
the tourist occupation include (9% and 13%) farmers, (12% and 12%) artisans, (12% and
18%) professionals and (13% and 18%) civil servants and (54% and 39%) others
respectively. Those 54% resident and 39% tourist (being the highest) that were involved in
other occupational activities were majorly students of primary, secondary and tertiary
institution.50% of the respondents and 48% of the tourists sampled had nothing less than
secondary school education and 20% resident and 22% tourist attended tertiary institution,
whereas 13% resident and 11% tourist had elementary education and (4% residents and 9%
tourist) had adult education and the rest (13% resident and 10% tourists) had no formal
education. This shows that most respondent are well-learned.
Ninety two percent (92%) of the tourist resides in Lagos, 6% came from Ogun state and
2% came from Kwara while 71% were full residents and 29% were temporary residents.
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Majority of the tourists stayed between 3hours to 5hours, but very few stayed for 48hours.
This indicated that tourists hardly stay overnight (Table 2).Generally; many of the residents
(94%) agreed that the quality of tourists and the number of tourists had influence on the
community. This is in agreement with the findings of many researchers (Nnezi and Henry,
2012; Omolomo, 2014; Soumya and Arunjilal, 2018) that indeed tourism helped in the
development of local community. Also, the interaction between tourists and local community
in terms of trading really help (Soumya and Arunjilal, 2018). Therefore, tourism plays an
important role in improving the economic life of local people by providing income,
employment and development.
Table 2: Duration of stay at Suntan beach
Length
Frequency
Percentage
of stay/hour
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
15
18

4
8
21
20
18
11
3
5
2
4
1
1

4.0
8.0
21.0
20.0
18.0
11.0
3.0
5.0
2.0
4.0
1.0
1.0

Fig. 3: Residents’ perception on the quality of tourists influence on the community.
As to the population of the tourist at the peak period (festival period like Christmas period),
26% residents agreed to population of 1500-2000,17% residents believed that population of
200-500 is possible, 14% perceived population of 1000-1500 while the least expected
population being 500-1000 was chosen by just 1% of the residents. However, many of the
45

Adewale et al., Assessment of tourism…

FUTOJNLS 2020 VOLUME- 6, ISSUE- 1. PP- 40 - 51

residents (39%) believed that Suntan beach can witness more than 2000 visitors in a day
during festive period and could be overcrowded (Figure 4).

Fig. 4: The average population of tourist at the peak period
3.2.
Key Informant Interview (KII)
It is worth mentioning here that this aspect of research was necessitated because there was
no documentation of Suntan beach establishment as at the time of the research (Adewale,
2015). It was a great privilege to have one of the past local government chairmen as the
main informant. The interview is presented thematically bellow:
Theme 1: How do you come about the ideal of Suntan beach?
“My name is Honourable Moses Owolabani, former chairman of Badagri Local Government.
I had served and retired as manager and innkeeper from Eko hotel in1997 before I came
home and was introduced to politics. Not until I became the local government chairman in
1999, I never had the opportunity to visit my local government once. There and then, I
discovered that there was little or no revenue base. I asked myself, how can I run a local
government of this magnitude without revenue and for how long will I continue to wait for
money from Abuja? I asked again, how can I generate revenue? Then, the idea of tourism
was conceived. That was in 1999”.
Theme 2: When was Suntan beach established?
“No sooner had I stepped into the office in May, 1999 than I began to establish the tourism
center. Barely a year had passed before the beach was completed and commissioned in
May 29, 2000. At this moment, facilities like lodging, restaurant and bar, reception,
conveniences, fencing and various huts had been completed. Police stations were also
located some few kilometers to the destination for security purpose”
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Theme 3: How did people get to know about it?
“Having completed it, I travelled to many places, both local and international to blow the
whistle. I went to South Africa, Ghana, Cote d’lvoire as well as some media stations in
Nigeria to announce it”
Theme 4: What were your constraints during the establishment?
“Of course it was not easy, at the beginning; a lot of people resisted it. They complained that
I wanted to take their money and dump it into the sea. Because people were already living in
the place and did not want to leave as one could see lots of huts where people lived. I had a
series of discussion with them before they finally accepted my proposal. I convinced them of
various benefits they stand to gain in terms of employment opportunity such as
photographing, boating, fishing and buying and selling of various interesting items for the
tourists. Asides compensating them for their loss, I also promised to employ them as
lifesaving guards, since some of them could swim very well. And I did fulfil all my promises
after the establishment in1999. Today ,Suntan beach is the revenue base for Badagri West
local government, because the local government was divided into three in 2001 and
unfortunately could no longer fall under my jurisdiction, but I saw it work excellently before l
left office in 2002”,
Theme 5: Had there been economic return at all?
“We made a lot of money, especially at weekends and on festive period like Easter (running
into millions at the end of certain period), even though some of the management officers can
behave “like rats”, we still record quiet a lot of revenue. Sometimes we recorded a population
of 5,000 to 10,000 tourists at festive period. It is one of the major revenue based now”.
This indicated that there is a return for the value of money spent on the establishment of the
destination, though; behaving like rats could mean that there is a leakage in the revenue
being generated. All the same, one of the purposes for which Suntan beach was established
was at least achieved. Again, It is not surprising that coastal zones, like Suntan beach
recorded high population (up to 10,000) during festive period, this has also been
documented by other author (Zrinka, 2016) that tourists destinations generate high economic
return with very high population at festive period.
Theme 6: How come there was no documentation of all these good work?
“Yes, it is our style, if not in Africa as a whole, at least in Nigeria. We don’t appreciate
ourselves, neither do we celebrate ourselves, until one dies. We don’t honour our heroes. I
was not however expecting any appreciation as such. I believe I have the opportunity to do it
and I did it”
Theme 7: What did the host community think of it after the establishment?
“Happy of course, then they did not know, but now they know better. The place had even
become so popular”
Theme 8: What features does Suntan beach hold for the host community?
“I pity the users of Suntan beach because presently, Lagos state government is considering
using the place for Sea port and that may put Suntan beach and its benefits at the verge of
extinction. I strongly hope that the government will consider relocating it to a better place.
You see, sometimes, you don’t know the value of what you have until you lose it”.
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Establishing the sea port is good on one hand but having a place like Suntan beach to relax
is complementary. From my observation, it seems that a multitude of the people prefer the
sea port to the beach, thinking that it will provide them more income than Suntan beach.
Some are even begging the government to take over their lands (pers. Comm.). For now,
what becomes of Suntan beach after the establishment of the sea port is not known.
3.3.
Observation
The points of interest for this observational method centered on the people and the
environment and are presented in tabular form bellow (Table 3), following the methods of
Tyawati (2016).
Table 3:Points of interest during observation
Point of Interest
Observed
1. Environment a. There was Olokun shrine situated just before the entrance where
people
do their rituals during Olokun festival that took place annually (Fig. 5).
b. Also, there were very large garage set out for car parking that could
accommodate lots of cars during peak period
c. Just after the entrance, there are lots of coconut trees that gave the
beach
its other name “coconut beach” (Fig. 6).
d. There were other small beaches both left and right of Suntan beach,
owned by some of the surrounding villages where lots of Christians (with
white garments) were seen praying very close to the sea water. Perhaps,
the gate fee was far cheaper than that of the Suntan beach which has
lots
of facilities.
e. A keen observation at the entrance revealed how lots of people
alighted
from different cars, dragged their bags and baggage which obviously
contained various items for picnics (e.g. cooler, tents, beautiful mats,
football and bats)
f. Canoes and horses stationed around the coconut trees, await rentage.
Lots of people were seen hiring the horses for their enjoyment.
Management
a. A lot of the management staff, though were always ready to help but
highly hesitant when asked about the establishments of the place.
Perhaps, they seem to have no idea, since there was no documentation.
Tourists
a. A number of primary and secondary school children as well as some
group of people from different churches (that were not white garment)
and
various organizations were seen predominantly.
b. A combination of male and female youths were also observed catching
fun at different corners of the beach. However, majority of them rejected
the filling of the questionnaire counting it as disturbance.
Residents
a. The older people seems to reject giving attention except for few youths
that not only attended to the questionnaire, but did not hesitate to
show
their resentment over the creation of Suntan beach and the proposed
sea
port.
b. Some residents were seen hawking in the beach.
Facilities
a. by my estimation, not less than 600 users were seen at any time of my
visit (not in public holidays or large event like Olokun Festival) (Fig. 5).
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b. available for the enjoyment of tourists , there were about 60 well
arranged straws or asbestos-huts, chalets for lodging, horses and small
shops to enjoy snacks or refreshments sold by local traders.
c. Asides a spacious car park, a standard stage for entertainment,
superb
restaurants and bar, laundry/dry cleaning services, suya sports and
small
shops for sales of many attractive items are all available.

Figure 5: Olokun Shrine in Suntan beach

Figure 6: Sets of coconut trees in Suntan beach
4. Conclusion and Recommendation
4.1.
Conclusion
The sustainability of any coastal area largely depends on the quality of its products and
Suntan beach indeed has many products to offer for the enjoyment and benefits of various
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users. Again, the importance of this study for the management of Suntan beach, the tourists
and the host community cannot be over-emphasized, as it documents the bases for which it
was established. In addition, its creation in 2000 has not only brought succour to many
people who cannot afford to go to other expensive beaches in Lagos, but also serve as
source of revenue for the Badagri Local Government. Having honourable Moses Owolabani
has the key informant has added a lot of flesh to this study, without which the result would
have ended with no secondary information of the study area as it had happened in the past.
Although, there were considerable hip-cups that limits the development of the area such as
overcrowding (especially during festive period) and economic leakages, however, result of
the interview and observation revealed that the facilities on ground still merit the beach to be
described as a fascinating destination. Also, because of the police post close by, the rate of
insecurity is at minimum; however the fears of insecurity for overnight stay still grip the
tourists.
4.2.
Recommendation
The relationship between the tourists and resident can be increased if the use of tour guards
is incorporated. This will go a long way to allow the residents to showcase whatever they
have for sales and hence will increase the expenditure of the tourists as well as the revenue
of the host community. The government should also consider keeping both the Suntan
beach and the proposed sea port and not eliminating one at the expense of the other.
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